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ful stock of cartridges, so that when the Cossacks ventured
too near they were met by a brisk fire which quickly drove
them off. When necessary, our men fought on foot; and in
the evening we formed the sledges into a square, and lit
our fires inside it. Marshal Ney and General Maison often
came to pass the night there, finding it a safe place so long
as we were pursued only by Oossacks. Doubtless it was tile-
first time that a rear-guard had gone in sledges; but owing
to the frost it was the only practicable method, and it
answered.

Thus we continued covering the retreat till December 13f
when we at length saw once more the Niemen and Kovno,
the last Russian town. Five months before we had entered
the Empire of the Czar at the same spot. What a change'
had since then taken place in our fortunes, and what had
been the loss of the French army! When the rear-guard
entered Kovno, Marshal Ney found a weak battalion of 400
Germans doing duty as the only garrison. With these he
joined such troops as were left to him, in order to defend the
place as long as possible, and enable the sick and wounded to
get away into Prussia. On hearing that Ney was coming,
Murat went away to Gumbinnen.

On the 14th, PlatofFs Cossacks, followed by two battalions
of infantry and some guns, all drawn on sledges, attacked
Kovno at several points; but Ney, helped by General
G6rard, beat them off and held the town till night. Then
he made us cross the Niemen on the ice, and was himself the
last to leave Eussian soil.

We were now in Prussia, among allies. But Ney, worn
out with fatigue, unwell, and, moreover, considering that the
campaign was over, left us at once, and joined the other
marshals at Gumbinnen. Thenceforth the army had no longer
a commander, and the remains of each regiment marched
independently through Prussia. The Russians, being at war
with that country, had the right to follow us on to its terri-
tory ; but content with having reconquered their own, and
not knowing whether they should appear in Prussia as allies
or as enemies, they thought it best to await orders from their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